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Memorandum re Galley Proofs of Chapter IV of tho Report 

I sot forth below comments on tho galley proofs of 
Chapter IV of tho Report, a copy of which I obtained from Mr. ‘ . 

Rediich on September b, 1 ?6b. Othor comments and suggestions 
are sot forth in the margin of tho- galley itself. 

PURCHASE OF TK3 RIFLE BY OSWALD 

021 Salley ? a S Q 5°. query if tho nano "Hidell" was stamped 
on the membership application blanks of the Hew Orleans branch, FPCO. 


2. The text neon the top of page JO gives the impression tha- 
the name Hidell was stamped on all of the How Orleans Chapter’s printed 
literature.. It was not. Oswald stomped his own name on some of it. 


OSWALD'S 


PALKPRIHT OH THE RIFLE BARREL 


1. Query if the palmprint provides additional evidence of 
oWMi-ship of tho lino os is stated, a. n0 st it does is show that 

OsHold tod possession of the rifle at some ti». It does not show that 
ho owned it. 


2o Second paragraph states that Lt. Day determined tho wood, 

^ — — stodc V7a3 to ° rou S h to take prints "from visual oxccination.' 
Day does not say that in his testimony. While it is a minor point, 

ho just said that ho noted it was too rough. For all I know ho nv 

*'* ■**! 

have reached that conclusion by feeling tho stock 
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5. It may bo. noted hero that the conclusion for^s action 
on rifle ownorsnip, that appears on galloy page J2, statos that tho 
presence of tho palmprint on tho rifle shows that Oswald "had 
disassembled it." That conclusion is not warranted from the existence 
of tho palmprint on tho riflo. Tho conclusion that Oswald handlod tho 
^iilo whale it was disassembled is Justified. 

iho palmprint coction must bo changed to reflect tho 
latest findings of tho FBI that tho palmprint had to have boon lifted 
ffom the barrel because of tho marks that appear on the lift that 
correspond to those on tho rifle barrel itself. 

FIBERS ON TIE RIFLE 


1. I think this section is written a little too strongly 
considering the record. For example, there is no footnote after tho 
statement that tho Commission found no credible evidence that Oswald 


used the rifle between September 2j> and the assassination. Furthermore 
even if he did not "use" it, he might very well have handlod it at 
some time during that period. Also, Stombaugh was not ablo to 


estimate the period of time within which the fibers wore placed on 
the rifle, but much of the language in the section is designed to bring 
on© to the conclusion that they were put there on tho day of tho 
assassination, even though that- is not said. 


2 0 In x-no lasv. sentence of tho section, it is not tho 
Commission’s conclusion that provides proof, it is the fact that tho 
fibers most probably carao from Oswald’s shirt. Also, doos that show 
that ho "owned" the riflo, or just that ho or someone that wore the 
shirt had handled the rifle at some time? 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF OSWALD WITH RIFLE 

1* Zt is interesting to noto that tho conclusion to the 
ownership section, on page p2, states that "a photograph taken in 
yarn oi Oswald s apartment showed ham holding thi 3 riPlo n 
That statement appears in the conclusion in spite of tho fact that 
Shonoyfolt specifically testified that ho could not racks a positive 
identification of tho rifle that Oswald was holding in tho picturo 
and in spite of tho fact that the Connies ion was not' able to conclude, 
in oho. discussion of this subject on page Jl, that Oswald was holding 
tho assassination weapon in tho picture. 

RIFLE AMONG OSWALD’S POSSESSIONS 


1. I do not believe there is any real authority fgrtho 

proposition that Oswald sighted through the telescopic sight, on the 

V'Vx'i- i ■*% tu 

porcii in Now Orleans, first said she did not know what he did with 

the rifle out on the porch and then was led into a statement which tight 
be thought to support the instant proposition. It is not very convincing 

2. On the top of page p2 it is stated that Ruth end Michael 
Paine "both noticed the rolled-up blanket in the garage throughout the 
txao 'that Marina Oswald was living in their hone." 1 an sure the record 
will nob support that statement, & rather important one, too. 1 
recall that there was a period of tine before the assassination that 
neither of them saw tho blanket. I have always had tho opinion that 

r 

there was a gap in the proof as to the rifle being continuously in tho 
garage, one that probably could not be filled. It cannot be filled by 
ignoring it. The conclusion is oven worse when it states' that * 
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"the riflo was kopt among Oswald's possessions fr on the tine c:' it- 
pur chase until the day of tho assassination. * I do r.-.t thin: 
record provides any roal ovidonco to support that broad states-.;:-, 
iho fact is that not one porson alivo today over saw that riflo in 
the Palno garage in such a way that it could bo idontifiod as that 
rifle. 

THE CURTAIN ROD STORY 


1. Tho Report states that Frazier was surprised when Oswald 
asked for a ride on November 21, 1 $6'$. I am not able to find anything 
in the record to support that statement. 


2. Tho Iasi, paragraph of this section is misleading when 
i-& attempts to show the falsity of tho curtain rod story by stating 
that Oswald’s room at 1026 North Boclcloy had curtains, and does not taka 
account of iho fact that Frasier specifically testified that Oswald 
said ho wanted tho curtain rods to put in an anartment. . This takes 
on added significance when we remember that- Oswald was talking about 
renting an apartment so that his family could live in Dallas with him. 
xhat aspect of tho problem should bo specifically treated if wo are 
going co mention the fact that his rooming house had curtains, 

THE LONG AND BULKY PACKAGE. 


1. The last sentence states; "Frazier could easily have been 

U-t- 

mistaken when he stated thatOswald held the bottom of the bag cupped in 
or when Ho said that the upper end was tucked under the 
armpit. 11 On the very next page of the galleys, in the discussion of tho 
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prints that appoarod on the papor bag, it is statod that tho palnprint 
v;as "found on tho closed ondpf the bag. It was ikon Oswald's right hand 
in which, ho carried the long package as ho walked from Frazier's car to 
tho building. " 

I am advised that the palnprint is right on the end of the bag, 
just where it would be if Oswald had carried it cupped in his hand. If we' 
say in tho discussion of prints that that print was put on tho bag when 
he carried ix in to tho TSBD (which we don't quite do) and if the print 
is where it would be if ho carried it cupped in his hand, then we must face 
up on tho preceding page and admit that Frazier was right when he. said ‘ 
that that is the way Oswald carried it. If the print story is right mid 
the implication loft there as to when tho print was put on the bag, )„S KaJUJ 

^ Fraaier could not have been mistaken when he said Oswald carried the 
bottom of idle bag cupped in his hand. 

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE LINKING RIFLE AND OSWALD TO PAPER BAG 

1. Tho section on fibers in the bag is very thin. Tho most that 
can be said is that there was a possibility that the fibers came from tho 
blanket. The FBI expert would not even stats that such was prob-. 

CONCLUSION • ... 

I. I am at a loss to know why the fact that Oswald apparently 
failed to turn out Ruth Paine's garage light is mentioned in the 
conclusion* • 
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